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Minutes 

Invited: All members of the MJA 

In Attendance: Maya Anaokar, Jenny Botsfords, Jenny Bryan, Danny Buckland, Sarah Comery, 

David Delvin, Clare Dover, Christine Doyle, Oliver Gillie, John Illman, Isabella Laws, Alan 

Maryon-Davis, Lawrence McGinty, Peter Merry, Peter Pallott, Jill Palmer, Philippa Pigache, 

Caroline Richmond, Sallie Robins, Anna Sayburn, Corrine Short, Robert Short, Laura Swaffield, 

Richard Vize, Geoff Watts, Christine Webber, Caroline White, Deanna Wilson 

1. Apologies for absence 

Alan Burns, Dawn Connelly, Lucy Elkins, Sandra Hempel, Nicola Hill, Judy Hobson, Thea Jourdan, 

Sue Lyon, Audrey Maxwell Timmins, Ian Peate, Max Pemberton, Lee Rodwell, Ann 

Shuttleworth, Iona Smith, Mike Smith, Keith Souter, Jane Symons, Olivia Timms, Ingrid Torjesen, 

Adele Waters 

2. Minutes of the 2015 AGM held September 24 for approval 

Paper: Minutes of the 2015 AGM 

The minutes were approved 

3. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

None 

4. Chair’s report 

Paper: Chair’s report 

Lawrence McGinty presented his annual report. The highlight of the year had been the MJA 

Awards which had been thoroughly overhauled in terms of categories, judging procedures and 

venue/awards ceremony.   Lessons had been learned, particularly with regard to the judging 

process and would be taken into account in planning for 2017.  



Membership fees were increased as voted for by the 2015 AGM and it is estimated 34 members 

left in response to this.  However with 30 new members there are now approximately 450 

members.  Membership fees and sponsorship mean that the MJA is in a financially stable 

position.    

The Chair ran through events held since the last AGM and asked for feedback on whether the 

MJA is running the right events in the right place and at the right time of day.   The Chair 

thanked the Executive Committee, the auditors, and sponsors and all those present at the 

AGM. Thanks were also due to the AGM caterer, Verena Restell and to Lindsay Morgan who 

had been a great supporter of the MJA in particular with regard to developing the relationship 

between the MJA and Boehringer Ingelheim. 

It was asked whether those that had left the MJA as members were new or longer term 

members.  There had been no in depth analysis of those leaving, however the membership 

secretary had reported that some were completely inactive so having to change their standing 

order and increase their payment led to them leaving, others were no longer in medical 

journalism or were retired.    

Caroline Richmond announced that she would be visiting Alan Massam a former chair of the 

MJA who now has very restricted vision, she suggested that those at the AGM could record 

messages for her to relay to him during her visit. 

5. Honorary treasurer’s report: MJA Financial Accounts Year End 31 January 2016 

Paper: Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer reported that the MJA was in financial good health, having made a profit of 

£12,000 in the last financial year.   The reserves now stood at £14,000 a secure platform for the 

MJA in putting on a range of events.   Awards sponsorship for the now annual awards remained 

equivalent to that obtained for two annual sets of awards.   The annual Quiz had also received 

adequate sponsorship funding as in previous years. The Treasurer reminded all present to 

ensure that their membership fees were paying into the correct account with Barclays as some 

were still paying into a now old account held with HSBC. 

John Illman proposed a vote of thanks to the Treasurer and auditors which was passed 

unanimously.  

6. Election of executive committee 

NB: A ballot of all full and honorary members is only required if more than 15 individuals stand 

for election, otherwise those standing can be ratified by the AGM 

The following existing members of the MJA EC wish to stand for re-election: 

Lawrence McGinty (Chair), Jane Symons (Vice-Chair), Caroline White (Vice-Chair), Dawn 

Connelly (Membership Secretary), Sarah Comery (Treasurer), Sallie Robins (Administrator), 



Adele Waters, Ann Shuttleworth, Danny Buckland, , Deanna Wilson, Jill Palmer, John Illman, 

Lucy Elkins, Nicola Hill, Philippa Pigache, Thea Jourdan. No further nominations have been 

received from the membership and as allowed for in the constitution the Chair Lawrence 

McGinty nominates all these individuals and a ballot is therefore not required. 

The nominees were all ratified by the AGM and will serve on the EC until the 2017 AGM. The 

officers of the EC would be appointed at a special meeting of the EC to follow immediately after 

the AGM. 

7. Appointment of honorary auditor(s) 

Extract from the constitution: An auditor shall be appointed annually by the Association at the 

Annual General Meeting, who shall examine the Association’s accounts, and indicate in writing 

their approval or otherwise 

The existing auditors Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan, were appointed for a further year. 

8. Appointment of honorary members 

Extract from constitution: honorary membership shall be offered only by majority vote at an 

Annual General Meeting to people whose services to the Association (or whose distinction in 

the fields of journalism or healthcare) the Association wishes to acknowledge. Honorary 

members shall have full voting rights, but pay no annual subscription. 

Motion: that David Delvin, Christine Doyle, Michael O’Donnell and Michael Jeffries be made 

honorary members in view of their contributions to the Medical Journalists’ Association, and to 

the profession of medical journalism. 

Proposed: Lawrence McGinty 

Seconded: Philippa Pigache 

After presentations on the work of these distinguished medical journalists from John Illman 

(David Delvin), Philippa Pigache (Christine Doyle), Jenny Bryant (Michael Jeffries) and David 

Delvin (Michael O’Donnell) the motion was passed unanimously. 

9. Amendments to the constitution 

Motion: The word Vice-Chair in line 2 of item 5 of the constitution be replaced by “Vice-Chairs”. 

Proposed: Lawrence McGinty and supported by all members of the MJA EC (the required 14 full 

members of the MJA) 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

10. Any other business 

The next AGM will be held in September 2017 


