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NB: Quorum required is 20 full members
Invited: All MJA members

In attendance: S Aldridge, J Botsford, A de Mont, C Dover, J Feinmann, C Harris, N Hill, J lllman,
A Kilmartin, ) Manos, A Maryon-Davis, L McGinty, P Merry, P Pallot, C Pickard, P Pigache, B
Quereshi, N Renaud-Komiya, S Robins, C Short, R Short, J Sims, L Swaffield, J Symons, O Timbs, E
Vittery, G Watts, D Wilson, R Woodman

1. Apologies for absence: ] Marshall, M Fernandes, B Twisselmann, J Palmer, | Smith, M
Smith, B Tomsic, M Anaokar, R Vize, V Lambert, D Buckland, D Connelly, T Jourdan, S
Nuttall, S Warne

2. Minutes of the 2016 AGM held September 27 for approval
Paper: Minutes of the 2016 AGM
Action: The minutes were approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
There were no matters arising.

4, Chair’s report

Lawrence McGinty gave a report on activities over the past year. The Christmas Quiz
and Party had been immensely successful and the Apothecaries Hall was proving a
wonderful venue for this event. The Quiz was well attended despite competing events
and was won by a ‘scratch team’ put together from individuals who signed up to attend.

During the year the MJA worked with commercial organizations on briefing events for
members, these had focused on diabetes and gastric surgery. These events are paid for
by the commercial organization involved and bring benefits to members with the



excellent experts speaking at the briefings. It is hoped the range of these events will be
expanded in the future.

The MJA held a joint social meeting with the ABSW and Stempra in the summer with the
aim of individuals meeting new contacts.

The Freelance Forum held in April had provided key services to freelance members such
as accountancy and web advice along with the facility to get a new byline picture taken
and was likely to be run again in the future.

The MJA continued to work with the NHS Confederation, and had jointly organized a
bursary for a new journalist to attend the NHS Confederation annual conference.

The Awards showed a huge range of talent, with the top prize of “Outstanding
contribution to health or medical journalism” being awarded to Billy Kember.

Honorary treasurer’s report: MJA Financial Accounts Year End 31 January 2017
Paper: Treasurer’s report/Financial Accounts

In the absence of the honorary treasurer, Sarah Nuttall, the MJA Vice-Chair Jane Symons
presented the annual accounts.

The Awards were now only made once annually with the costs for the ceremony being
higher as it was a more expensive and professional event. Officer expenses had been
reduced along with publishing expenses and the accounts were therefore looking very
healthy.

It was queried how the MJA could justify having a ‘profit’ when it was a non-profit
organization and how this money might be best spent for the benefit of members. It
was suggested that the 50t anniversary celebrations (including a publication and event
in 2018) would be costly and may not attract sufficient sponsorship to cover costs so a
healthy bank balance was required to allow these plans to move forwards. Other
suggestions for MJA spending included: support for freelancers in terms of expenses,
bursaries and competitions, and/or investigative journalism. It was suggested that
members be asked to propose activities for the MJA to fund/support. However, before
this was done the MJA honorary treasurer would be asked re the required levels of
reserves that should be held by the MIJA.

The statement on the front page of the accounts re ‘unaudited’ was queried by the MJA
honorary auditors. This statement reflected the fact that the MJA was not required by
law to have an official audit, however the wording in future years would be amended to
credit the work done by the honorary auditors in auditing the accounts.



Election of executive committee

NB: A ballot of all full and honorary members is only required if more than 15 individuals
stand for election, otherwise those standing can be ratified by the AGM

The following existing members of the MJA EC wish to stand for re-election:

Lawrence McGinty (Current Chair), Jane Symons (Current Vice-Chair), Caroline White
(Current Vice-Chair), Dawn Connelly (Current Membership Secretary), Sarah Comery
(Current Treasurer), Sallie Robins (Current Administrator), Ann Shuttleworth, Danny
Buckland, Deanna Wilson, Jill Palmer, John Iliman, Lucy Elkins, Nicola Hill, Thea Jourdan.

No further nominations have been received from the membership and as allowed for in
the constitution, the Current Chair, Lawrence McGinty, nominates all these individuals
for re-election and a ballot is therefore not required.

Action: The nominees were all ratified by the AGM and will serve on the EC until the
2018 AGM. The officers of the EC would be appointed at a special meeting of the EC to
follow immediately after the AGM.

Appointment of honorary auditor(s)

Extract from the constitution: An auditor shall be appointed annually by the Association
at the Annual General Meeting, who shall examine the Association’s accounts, and
indicate in writing their approval or otherwise

The existing auditors Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan, are willing to be appointed for a
further year

Action: Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan were thanked for their work and appointed for a
further year.

Appointment of honorary members

Extract from constitution: honorary membership shall be offered only by majority vote
at an Annual General Meeting to people whose services to the Association (or whose
distinction in the fields of journalism or healthcare) the Association wishes to
acknowledge. Honorary members shall have full voting rights, but pay no annual
subscription.

Motion: That Peter Merry, Simon Warne and Geoff Watts be made honorary members
in view of their contributions to the Medical Journalists’ Association, and/or to medical
journalism.

Proposed: Lawrence McGinty



Seconded: Philippa Pigache

Action: After presentations on the careers and contributions of the proposed honorary
members, the motion was unanimously approved and Peter Merry, Simon Warne and
Geoff Watts were made honorary members of the MJA.

Any other business

The traffic and other statistics for the MJA website were queried and it was suggested
that at the AGM an annual report be made on the use of the website by members and
more generally.

Philippa Pigache was now standing down from the Executive Committee, a vote of
thanks was given for all the work Philippa had done for the MJA over the years and she
was presented with a gift and card on behalf of all at the MJA. Philippa would still
contribute to the work of the MJA particularly with regard to publicizing member’s
books and as an ‘honorary archivist’.

The next AGM will be held in September 2018



