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Edelman, Southside, 105 Victoria Street, London, 

SW1E 6QT 

 

 

 

Minutes 

In attendance: 

Thea Jourdan, Jane Symons, Lilian Anekwe, Sarah Comery, Lawrence McGinty, John Illman, 

Nigel Praities, Dawn Connelly, Jill Palmer, Isla Whitcroft, Sallie Robins, Nick McCarthy, Gillian 

Adams, Janette Marshall, William Jackson, Corrine Short, Robert Short, Deanna Wilson, Jenny 

Bryan, Colin Brewer 

The quorum required for an AGM is 20 full members and this was not met, it was decided to 

proceed with the meeting, present the decisions to the full membership via the website and 

by email and provide one month for further discussion.   There were no points raised or 

objections to decisions made at the AGM after this period of consultation, so the decisions 

made at the AGM are considered ratified. 

1. Apologies for absence: Caroline White, Alan Burns, Louise Prime, James Garrett, Richenda 

Power, Susan Aldridge, Michele Simmons, Olivia Timbs, Maya Anaokar, Philippa Pigache 

2. Minutes of the 2018 AGM held September 27, 2018 for approval 

 Paper: Minutes of the 2018 AGM  

Action: The minutes were approved 

3. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

Action: There were no matters arising 

4. Chair’s report 

Lawrence McGinty reflected on the success of the MJA Awards both as an important occasion 

to keep in touch with friends and colleagues, and to reward the best in health and medical 

journalism.  This year’s a new award for reporting on sex and sexual health had been 

introduced – named posthumously after member Dr David Devlin.  The awards got over 400 

mentions on twitter and coverage in the Daily Mail.    Although sponsorship for the Awards was 



down in 2018 the reserves were enough to cover the costs and sponsorship for 2019 was far 

healthier and looked to continue to be so in 2020.    

Events during the year included the popular Christmas Quiz and Party, a visit to the RCP gardens 

and ‘Catch Your Breath’ exhibition, a joint event with Stempra and the ABSW, and a skills and 

networking event for freelancers.  The MJA intends to organize more meetings on professional 

development and skills and next month will hold an event on statistics. The Chair asked for 

members to put forward their suggestions for topics for these types of events.   

The website continued to be an excellent means of communicating with and between members 

and of raising revenue through sponsored content and advertising.   There was now a new 

section for members to publicise books and the benefits for members outlined on the website 

had been expanded with a reduced subscription offer for the New Scientist.   

The Chair thanked the Executive Committee in particular, Jane Symons and Caroline White the 

Vice-Chairs, he also thanked the sponsors of the MJA throughout the previous year.  

Action: The Chair’s report was accepted  

5. Honorary treasurer’s report: MJA Financial Accounts Year End 31 January 2019 

 Paper: Treasurer’s report/Financial accounts 

It was noted that there was a substantial reduction in income during the year ending 31 January 

2019 due to a large reduction in sponsorship income for the Awards.  However it was also 

noted that in the current year the income from Awards sponsorship was far higher so it was not 

an ongoing issue with sponsorship.   It was noted that year end the reserves remained above 

the agreed amount of £10,000. 

Action: The Treasurer and Auditors were thanked for their work and the accounts were 

approved by the AGM 

6. Election of executive committee 

Nominations closed on September 18, 2019 and only 15 individuals are standing for election, 

there is therefore no required ballot, and the AGM is asked to ratify these nominations.  

The following existing members of the MJA EC have been nominated for re-election by 

Lawrence McGinty: 

Danny Buckland, Nicola Hill, John Illman, Lawrence McGinty, Sarah Nuttall, Jill Palmer, Jane 

Symons, Deanna Wilson, Caroline White, Lucy Elkins, Thea Jourdan, Dawn Connelly, Lilian 

Anekwe, Nigel Praities 

The following member of the MJA wishes to stand for election to the EC:  

Isla Whitcroft, nominated by Jane Symons, Vice-Chair, MJA Executive  



Thanks are due to Faye Kirkland who is resigning from the MJA EC. 

Action:  

The meeting ratified all nominations and gave thanks to retiring member Faye Kirkland 

7. Changes to the Constitution 

No proposed changes were received by the deadline of September 18, 2019.   

8. Motions for Debate 

No motions were received by the deadline of September 18, 2019 

9. Appointment of honorary auditor(s) 

Extract from the constitution: An auditor shall be appointed annually by the Association at the 

Annual General Meeting, who shall examine the Association’s accounts, and indicate in writing 

their approval or otherwise. 

The existing auditors are Olivia Timbs, and Jenny Bryan. Both are happy to be appointed for a 

further year. 

Action: Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan were thanked for their work and appointed for a further 

one-year term 

10. Any other business 

Action: There being no other business the meeting closed and it was agreed that the next 

AGM would be held in September/October 2020 


