? I § Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2020
% 19:00 Wednesday October 7, 2020
% Virtual Meeting on Zoom

MEDICAL

JOURNALISTS'
ASSOCIATION

Minutes
NB: Quorum required is 20 full members

In attendance: Lawrence McGinty, Sallie Robins (associate), Caroline White, Dawn Connelly,
Danny Buckland, Isla Whitcroft, Sarah Comery, Nigel Praities, John Illman, Lilian Anekwe, Nicola
Hill, Markus MacGill, Susan Mayor, Alan Maryon-Davis, Jenny Bryan, Sue Saville, Adrienne De
Mont, Emma Wilkinson, Nicholas Timmins, Maya Anaokar, Philippa Pigache

1. Minutes of the 2019 AGM held October 16, 2019 for approval
Paper: Minutes of the 2019 AGM
Action: Approved
2. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
Action: No matters arising
3. Chair’s report
Paper: MJA Chair’'s AGM report

The chair reflected on a difficult year due to the pandemic and how the MJA has adapted to
provide online events and webinars for its members. Thanks were due to all on the EC but
particularly the Vice-Chairs and to Jill Palmer for her work on the Awards.

Action: Chair’s report accepted
4. Honorary treasurer’s report: MJA Financial Accounts Year End 31 January 2020
Paper: Treasurer’s report/Financial accounts

The Treasurer reported on a reasonably good year but that the MJA should keep an eye on its
reserves as these were currently a little low to cover ongoing expenses to run the MJA. Thanks
were given to the honorary auditors. The fees associated with paypal were raised as an issue as
they led to a reduced annual membership income.



Action: The report and accounts were accepted. The MJA would investigate ways to
incentivize members to pay by BACS rather than by paypal to reduce income lost to paypal
fees.

5. Election of executive committee

Only 15 individuals are standing for election, there is therefore no required ballot, and the AGM
is asked to ratify these nominations.

The following existing members of the MJA EC have been nominated for re-election by
Lawrence McGinty:

Nicola Hill, Lawrence McGinty, Sarah Nuttall, Jill Palmer, Jane Symons, Caroline White, Lucy
Elkins, Thea Jourdan, Nigel Praities, Dawn Connelly, Isla Whitcroft, Danny Buckland, John Iliman,
Deanna Wilson, Lilian Anekwe.

Caroline White will not be standing for the Post of Vice-Chair but would like to remain on the EC
as an ordinary member and the EC would like the AGM to give a vote of thanks to Caroline for
her work as Vice-Chair over past years.

The AGM discussed the need for individuals on the EC who have served for many years, but are
not able to contribute fully, to stand aside for new members to take their place. There was a
need for clearer information for MJA members on the process for becoming an EC member.
Emma Wilkinson offered to sit on the EC should a place become vacant.

Action: The list of names put forward for the EC was ratified with the following caveats:

e Caroline White will step down from the EC after the AGM to enable Elisabeth Mahase
to be co-opted.

e Lawrence McGinty to make personal contact with EC members who had not been able
to fully contribute over the past year to ask if they will stand down to make room for
new members to be co-opted.

Emma Wilkinson to be co-opted as soon as a vacancy is made available on the EC. NB: The
constitution only allows for the EC to co-opt where there are vacancies and can not exceed a
total number of 15 members

Clearer information will be placed on the website re the process of nominating and voting for
EC members.

A vote of thanks was given to Caroline White for all her work over the years on the EC and as
Vice-Chair

6. Changes to the Constitution

The EC would like the AGM to discuss two proposed changes to the constitution. One re
Junior/Student membership and one re limiting terms of office.



Paper: Proposed changes to the constitution 2020

There was much discussion over the need for limited terms of office and how this might impact
on the running of the EC. There were concerns that a strict rule on terms of office could mean
losing the necessary expertise without having suitable replacements.

Action:
The change re Junior/Student membership was carried

The change re limited terms of office and reconsidering the need for two Vice-Chairs was
carried after amending the text to include the word ‘normally’:

“From the date of the 2021 AGM, the following Officers of the MJA will normally be limited to a
term of office of five consecutive years in each role: Chair, Vice-Chairs.”

7. Motions for Debate
No motions were received by the administrator
8. Appointment of honorary auditor(s)

Extract from the constitution: An auditor shall be appointed annually by the Association at the
Annual General Meeting, who shall examine the Association’s accounts, and indicate in writing
their approval or otherwise.

The existing auditors are Olivia Timbs, and Jenny Bryan. Both are happy to be appointed for a
further year.

Action: Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan were appointed as honorary auditors for a further year.
A vote of thanks was given to Olivia and to Jenny for their continued work on behalf of the
members

9. Any other business

Action: A vote of thanks was given to the Chair Lawrence McGinty who announced he will
step down at the next AGM

The next AGM will be held in September/October 2021



