
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2022 

19:00 Thursday October 20, 2022 

Virtual Meeting on Zoom 

Agenda 

 

In attendance: Lawrence McGinty, John Illman, Jane Symons, Isla Whitcroft, Sarah Comery, Nigel 

Praities, Jessica Beresford, Elisabeth Mahase, Jill Palmer, Sallie Robins, Emma Wilkinson, David 

Oliver, Michael Thomas, Carolyn Wickware, Corrinne Burns, Jenny Bryan 

Action: The required quorum of 20 full/honorary members was not reached and the AGM decided 

to post the decisions made on the MJA website giving members one month to object, it was also 

decided that a reduction in quorum to 10 full/honorary members would be proposed at the next 

AGM. 

There were no objections to any of the decisions made at the AGM after one month’s notification 

to the full membership  

1. Apologies for absence – received from all members not able to attend 

2. Minutes of the 2021 AGM held November 4, 2021, for approval 

Paper: Minutes of the 2021 AGM 

Action: Approved 

3. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

Action: No matters arising 

4. Chair’s report 

Paper: MJA Chair’s AGM report (to follow) 

Action: The Chair’s report was accepted, and the AGM thanked Jane Symons and Jill Palmer for their 

work on the awards and Sallie Robins for her work as administrator.  

5. Honorary treasurer’s report: MJA Financial Accounts Year End 31 January 2022 

Paper: Treasurer’s report/Financial accounts  

Action: The treasurer reported that the MJA needed to take care with expenditure, particularly for 

‘social events’ to ensure the required reserves of £10K were kept. The honorary auditors had 

suggested that an increase in required reserves should be made to £14K to cover the MJA’s annual 

expenses. The report and accounts were accepted. 

6. Election of executive committee 

Only 13 individuals stood for election, there was therefore no required ballot, and the AGM was 

asked to ratify these nominations. 



NB: Officers of the MJA are appointed by the EC (not the AGM) after the AGM has approved the 

election of all EC members.  

Action: The following existing members of the MJA EC were re-elected to serve on the EC for a 

further year 

Nigel Praities, Nicola Hill, Lawrence McGinty, Sarah Nuttall, Jill Palmer, Jane Symons, Lucy Elkins, 

Thea Jourdan, Dawn Connelly, Isla Whitcroft, John Illman, Emma Wilkinson, Elisabeth Mahase, 

Aasma Day 

A vote of thanks was given to Danny Buckland who stood down from the MJA EC after years of 

membership. 

7. Changes to the Constitution 

No proposed changes were received by the administrator nor proposed by the EC 

8. Motions for Debate 

No motions were received by the administrator nor proposed by the EC 

9. Appointment of honorary auditor(s) 

Extract from the constitution: An auditor shall be appointed annually by the Association at the  

Annual General Meeting, who shall examine the Association’s accounts, and indicate in writing their 

approval or otherwise. 

Action: The AGM thanked Olivia Timbs and Jenny Bryan for their diligence as honorary auditors, and 

they were appointed for a further year 

10. Honorary Membership  

The AGM is asked to approve the offer of honorary membership to Professor Sir David Speigelhalter 

who was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2021 MJA awards. 

Extract from constitution: Honorary Membership shall be offered only by majority vote at an Annual 

General Meeting to people whose services to the Association (or whose distinction in the fields of 

journalism or healthcare) the Association wishes to acknowledge. Honorary members shall have full 

voting rights but pay no annual subscription. 

Action: The AGM approved offering Professor Sir David Speigelhalter honorary membership of the 

MJA 

11. Any other business 

The next AGM will be held in October/November 2023 

The AGM was followed by an online ‘in conversation’ event between Lawrence McGinty and 

Professor David Oliver which is available as a recording on the MJA website. 


